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President touts women’s empowerment,
lauds Lu

Staff writer, with CNA

. President Tsai Ing-wen
(BEX) yesterday
highlighted the
importance of women's
and
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¥ touted former vice
president Annette Lu
(BFE)as an
“indispensable driving
force” in Taiwan’s
atthe
opening of an
international women's

summit in Taipei.

“Since Taiwan lifted martial law 30 years ago, the collective
efforts of the Taiwanese people have helped ensure women's
rights and increased their political participation,” Tsai said at the
opening of the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats’
Women's Caucus Conference, which is being held in Taiwan
for the first time.

“Taiwan'’s journey toward women's empowerment shows that
promoting gender equality reinforces democratic and
progressive values,” she said at the summit, jointly organized
this year by Tsai’'s Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and the
council.

The president thanked conference attendees, especially Lu, for
their “ " to the ion of equal rights.
for women.

“You are an indispensable driving force in Taiwan’s
democratization,” Tsai said of the former vice president, who is
a renowned feminist and former political prisoner.

CALD Women’s Caucus Conference and Workshop
Taipei and Taichung Taiwan
10-14 August 2017
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gender equality at women's
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By Pathricia Ann V. Roxas

Asian political parties keeping eye INQUIRER.net
on Duterte’s ‘growing authoritarian
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. Senator Leila De Lima AFP FILE PHOTO
Asian women leaders demand release of

detained Philippine senator
Breaking News © September 01,2017 08:56
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A group of Asian women leaders urged the
Philippine government on Thursday to
release Senator Leila de Lima and absolve

| PR o ) B PR S L SO R

CALD Women’s Caucus Delegation Visit to Philippine Senator Leila de Lima
30-31 August 2017
Manila, Philippines
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CALD and the Liberal Manifesto
24-27 February 2017 /Bangkok,
Thailand

17-21 May 2017 / Andorra
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Asian liberals, democrats must
fight back

Principles of democracy, human rights, a well-
managed market economy and the rule of law are the
only paths to peace, justice and prosperity
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Former prime minister Abhisit Vejajiva calls for a pushback against illiberal forces with programmes that show liberal
and democratic values can provide sustainable, effective remedies to the most pressing issues. (File photo by
Chanat Katanyu)

Almost 25 years ago, when leading liberals and +
democrats around the region decided to

establish the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats (CALD),
there was optimism about the prospects of democratisation in
Asia.

People power in the Philippines and the events of May 1992 in
Thailand led many to believe that these countries had seen the
last of authoritarianism. Within a few years, liberal and
democratic forces were gaining in countries like Indonesia and
even in countries where one-party rule had been the norm.
Globally too, the end of the Cold War seemed to have
vindicated liberalism and democracy.
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Fight for democracy in Asia alive
and well
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Martin Lee

Airport guard's assault
attempt on Chinese tourist
worries Prayut

THE DEBATE

Martin Lee is the founding chairperson of the Democratic Party of

Woman, son slain in Pattani

Hong Kong and an individual member of the Council of Asian
Liberals and Democrats.
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10:03 Gold prices unchanged at
0

08:00 Government Savings Bank boss
questions BoT curbs

07:22 Thai export rivals benched by tariffs

06:23 () New campaign in Prachuap Khiri
Khan

05:45 Scotch tipped to break booze record at
$1m plus

05:00 Siriraj symbolises Rama IX's spirit

04:00 King Rama IX's water legacy lives on

Cambodian National flags flutter over an opposition
party supporters of the Cambodia National Rescue Party
(CNRP) during the last day of campaigning ahead of
communal elections, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Friday,
June 2, 2017.

21:01 Wall Street stages 'relief rally'
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Finding a Way Forward for
Cambodia After Sham
Elections

What the international community can do to
influence change in Cambodia.

INSIGHT & OPINION
Democracy in Hong Kong would only enhance
China’s global reputation

17 Feb 2018 -11:21PM @ 59

Hong Kong political reform

By Sam Rainsy
August 21, 2018
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— Thomas P. O'Neill




“...hilariously

misnamed” “ debasing

democracy”

“...money and dynastic
leadership”

“...not so keen on the
whole democracy
thing”

“...turning a blind eye
on genocide”







“While it is true that the CALD has
established itself as a source of liberal
democratic activism in Asia, its impact on
the various member parties remains
confined to individual party officials rather
than the parties as organizations.”

Dirk Tomsa

Regional Party Networks and the Limits of
Democratic Norm Diffusion in Southeast Asia
International Political Science Review (2016)
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