


Dealing with Disinformation in the 2019 

Midterm Election in the Philippines



TOPICS

▫ Disinformation and Hate Speech Trends in the Midterm 
Election

▫ Challenges/Impact to Candidates

▫ Networks and Organizations Countering Disinformation

▫ Campaign Strategies on How to Prevent Spread of 
Disinformation and Hate Speech
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Tsek.ph found social media as the main source for 

mis-/disinformation during and after the midterms.
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Source: 

Soriano, Jake & Chua, Yvonne (2019). A snapshot of electoral disinformation: Looking through the lens of Tsek.ph fact checks. Retrieved from: 
https://www.tsek.ph/article/senate-bill-goes-after-online-fake-news-tsekph-data-point-wider-problem

https://www.tsek.ph/article/senate-bill-goes-after-online-fake-news-tsekph-data-point-wider-problem
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Tracking Digital Disinformation in the 

2019 Philippine Midterm Election

Digital operations are becoming: 

▪ More prevalent

• Strategically obscured

▪ Influential in shaping political conversations 

Source: 

Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public report 
available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 



Source: Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public 
report available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 

First Key Message

Social media and disinformation have become more

central and entrenched in the conduct of Philippine 

political campaigns.



Source: Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public 
report available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 

Second Key Message

Disinformation producers are becoming more insidious 

and evasive. 

Campaigners leverage social media platforms to 

reach discrete audiences and cultivate new 

intimacies consistent with own politicians’ own 

brands. 



Source: Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public 
report available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 
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Source: Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public 
report available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 

Third Key Message

Existing regulatory interventions are not enough, 

especially given that the disinformation industry has 

become increasingly well-funded, sophisticated, and 

harder to detect. 



Source: Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public 
report available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 

Challenges Ahead:

Political strategists “capitalize on weak regulatory 

infrastructure around political campaign consultancies and 

industry self-regulatory mechanisms that enable them to 

produce black ops campaigns as supplementary gigs to 

more respectable corporate projects.”

Common failure of fact checks is that “they often neglect 

tracing the connection between a singular instance of ‘fake 

news’ to a broader project of undermining values in society, 

whether it is the legacies of liberal democracy or emerging 

power of China.”



Source: Ong, Jonathan, Tapsell, Ross & Curato, Nicole (2019). Tracking digital disinformation in the 2019 Philippine Midterm Election. Public 
report available at: www.newmandala.org/disinformation 

POLICY RESPONSE: Shift in regulatory interventions 

around social media from content regulation to process 

regulation

Building a process oriented-approach to political 

campaigning:

1. Continue public conversation

2. Review possibilities for a broader legal framework that 

might encourage transparency and accountability in political 

consultancies

3. Review COMELEC’s existing frameworks for campaign 

finance and social media regulation.

4. Encourage COMELEC to form intersectoral alliances



Networks/Organizations 
Countering Disinformation
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Facebook

Rappler

AFP Philippines

Vera Files



More campaign 
strategies to 
prevent spread of 
disinformation 
and hate speech
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Report posts, websites and other materials that are false or hateful 
in content to the relevant publishers/site administrators and the 
authorities to take further action.
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MPs/electoral candidates are influential people who often appear 
on the media and have a large following on social media. These 
platforms provide opportunities to counter and debunk 
disinformation.



FAKE NEWS ALERT:
QUOTE not mine nor from Kabataan! Enlightened Pinoy, Bayan 
Ko Ph, among other trollish FB pages, have launched this fake 
news attack yet again. Please help us report these pages! 
Strongly urging Facebook to take action against these pages 
which have been spreading fake quotes and disinformation, 
inciting hate and harm against our representation and the 
youth at large who are exercising their political and civil rights 
in pursuit of a better life and future for their families, loved 
ones, compatriots and country!

We're looking into the matter, especially in light of latest news 
reporting that those involved are already speaking up on the 
issue, and that Sen. Bato's first hearing exposes Duterte 
regime's real motives behind the malicious allegations: 
increase police presence and militarize campuses to curtail our 
rights and silence dissent where students, teachers and school 
officials have been at the forefront of opposing drug war 
killings, attacks against human rights defenders, tax hikes, term 
extension, among others.###
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Support and promote digital and media literacy for the public, but 
also for other stakeholders such as politicians/MPs who are often 
sources of disinformation.



Support and collaborate with groups who are working on capacity 
building programs related to disinformation and hate speech.



SALAMAT!
QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS?

@kabataanpl

repsarahelago@gmail.com ☺
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