


The Phenomenon of Democratic Deficit

Democratic reversals unfold incrementally and don’t necessarily lead 
to full-fledged autocracy. 

The main perpetrators of crimes against democracy are not military 
adventurers, armed revolutionaries or foreign governments but those 
elected to lead a democracy. 

These are the hallmarks of 21st century democratic recession. 



COVID-19 creates opportunities for deepening authoritarianism 

Authoritarianism is already pervasive in the SEA region  
  
Authoritarian regimes have exploited COVID-19 and its consequences 

Authoritarian regimes in SEA have more successes in responding to COVID-19 

Four observations in Southeast Asia





Extraordinary Times Require Extraordinary Responses

Not all situations are clear-cut and not all information needed is 
available 

This condition presents an excuse for excessive State 
assertiveness that authoritarian seek 



One-party communist autocracy

Military-backed government

One-party authoritarian rule

Absolute monarchy

Faltering democracy

Recovering democracy

Fledgling government



COVID-19 pandemic, as an 
accelerant, may aggravate and 
accelerate the region’s further drift 
to authoritarianism.









Successful determinants in managing a crisis

Trust in government and leadership 

Strong leadership 

Capable state 

Not whether a country is authoritarian or democratic 

In SEA, lessons from the SARS pandemic 



Conclusion

The prevalence of authoritarianism in SEA may not abate; on the 
contrary, COVID-19 present an opportunity for its expansion and 
consolidation. 
  
While not due to authoritarianism, the relative success of SEA in 
containing the pandemic still gives the appearance of the efficacy of 
centralized and iron-fisted rule in responding to a crisis.



Challenge to liberal democrats

Be aware and vigilant of these developments, particularly pushing 
back on attempt by autocrats to exploit the crisis 

Develop innovative and effective approaches that highlight the 
advantages of democratic norms and process in managing a crisis, 
as seen from the successes of democratic states 

Address the deeper structural roots, like inequality, political 
exclusion and cultural alienation that drive the desperate and 
marginalized to embrace extreme options




