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What is the role of political parties in democratization? 
What is the role of political parties in democratizing Asia?

Liberal Party Democrat Party Democratic 
Progressive 

 Party

Indonesian 
 Party 

of Struggle

Candlelight Party

Cambodian 
National 

Rescue Party

Parti German 
Rakyat

Singapore 
Democratic 

Party

Civil Will  
Green Party

National  
Awakening 

Party



Compelling Puzzle

Bermeo and Yashar, 2016

Parties, Movements, and Democracy 
in the Developing World 

The resilience of “poor democracies,” which 
are “electorally competitive regimes where 
many or most of the inhabitants are poor and 
where moderating ‘middling men’ are 
proportionally few.” 

These “democracies against the odds” have 
become or continue to be democratic despite 
the persistent poverty, gross inequality, and 
lack of economic opportunity. 

In the Asia-Pacific, countries at the middle 
range of development sometimes embraced 
democracy and sometimes adopted 
autocracy.



“Democratizing” Asia as a verb indicating 
process and as a noun referring to countries in 

the region that have endured the odds despite a 
myriad of historical, structural, and economic 

constraints in keeping democracy alive.



The API is derived from the average of the scores for Robert Dahl’s five indices, namely: 
freedom of association, clean elections, freedom of expression, elected officials, and suffrage.  

The majority of Asian countries have made tremendous strides in their polyarchy scores since 
1986. 



1986 People 
Power 1992 Black May 1998 Reformasi

• Restoration of electoral democracy in the region during the Third Wave of democracy 
• 1986 People Power Revolution that ousted Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
• 1992 Black May demonstrations in Thailand in the aftermath of a failed coup. 
• 1998 Reformasi movement in Indonesia in the aftermath of the Asian Financial Crisis.



Indonesia is actually the “most improved democracy” in the region. 
Historical continuity of relatively institutionalized parties.



Source: Sachsenröder 2014, p. 23
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POLITICAL PARTIES - A GROUP OF PEOPLE THAT IS ORGANIZED FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF WINNING GOVERNMENT POWER, BY ELECTIONS OR 

OTHER MEANS (HEYWOOD 2013, P. 222)

WHY PARTIES?



Context and Conduct in Asian Political Parties

Highlight the role of party-movement dynamics in deepening democracy in Asia



POLITICAL PARTY INSTITUTIONALIZATION

Party institutionalization is a process in which individual political parties that participate in 
elections experience an increase in organizational stability and value (Based and Stroh 2008: 8).

Source: Sachsenröder 2014, p. 21



PI Index =  Organization + Branches + Platforms + Leg. Cohesion + Linkages
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• “Democracies against the odds” 
are countries that have become 
or continue to be democratic 
despite persistent challenges.  

• They face various problems, 
including rising socioeconomic 
disparities, the rise of extremist/
separatist movements, economic 
deterioration, and geopolitical 
threats.  

• The extent to which political 
parties, including opposition 
parties, have become 
institutionalized can act as 
stabilizers on democracy. 


