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Democratic Backsliding

What it is:

- “The state-led debilitation or elimination of any of the political institutions that sustain an

existing democracy.”

ON DEMOCRATIC BACKSLIDING

Nancy Bermeo

Nancy Bermeo is the Nuffield Chair of Comparative Politics at Oxford
University and PIIRS Senior Scholar at Princeton University. Her most re-
cent book (coedited with Deborah Yashar) is titled Parties, Movements and
Democracy in the Developing World (Cambridge University Press, 2016).

Scholars have devoted huge amounts of attention to explaining why de-
mocracies break down, but systematic and explicitly comparative work
on precisely how they break down has been less common. Political sci-
entists have focused more often on economic and institutional correlates
than on choices and choosers, even though these may be more amenable
to direct influence and rapid intervention.

What kinds of concrete actions transform a regime from one type to
another? Which techniques of transformation are most common? Ana-
lyzing what has come to be known as democratic backsliding moves us
toward answers to these questions, for it forces us to focus on the actual
choices that change regimes.
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Measuring Democratic Backsliding

Andrew T. Litﬂe, University of California, Berkeley, USA
Anne Meng, University of Virginia, USA

Despite the general narrative that the world is in a period of democratic decline,
there have been surprisingly few empirical studies that assess whether this is systematically
true. Most existing studies of global backsliding are based largely if not entirely on
subjective indicators that rely on expert coder judgment. Our study surveys objective
indicators of democracy (e.g., incumbent performance in elections) and finds little evidence
of global democratic decline during the past decade. To explain the discrepancy in trends
between expert-coded and objective indicators, we consider the role of coder bias and
leaders strategically using more subtle undemocratic action. Although we cannot rule out
the possibility that the world is becoming less democratic exclusively in ways that require
subjective judgment to detect, this claim is not justified by existing evidence.
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Former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte holds a Galil sniper rifle with outgoing Philippine National Police (PNP)
chief Ronald dela Rosa (L) at Camp Crame in Manila on April 19, 2018. Photo: Salma Bashir Motiwala.

Kenes, Bulent. (2023). “The Philippines: From ‘People Power’ to Democratic Backsliding.”
ECPS Book Reviews. European Center for Populism Studies. June 14, 2023. https
doi.org/10.55271/br0014




Executive Aggrandizement
What it is:

- “Elected executives weaken checks on executive power one by one, undertaking a series of
institutional changes that hamper the power of opposition forces to challenge executive

preferences.”
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ABSTRACT

Given Asia-Pacific’s diversity and the large variance of potentially releva
factors, the region presents social scientists with a natural laborator
competing theories of democratic erosion, decay and revival and to ide
patterns and relationships. This introductory article offers a brief revie
relevant literature and introduces the different categories of analysis that
analytical framework considered in various forms in the special issue. T
discusses the reasons for the renewed pessimism in democratiza
democracy studies and provides a survey of different conceptualizations
to capture forms of democratic regression and the autocratization cg
which the contributors to this special issue adhere. We discuss how A
experiences fit into the debate about democracy’s deepening global rece
examine assumptions about the causes, catalysts and consequences of d
regression and resilience in the comparative politics literature. Fir
remaining twelve articles of this special issue will be introduced.

The Institutional Roots of Democratic Backsliding

Jennifer Gandhi, Emory University

Authoritarianism and the Elite Origins of Democracy. By
Michael Albertus and Victor Menaldo. Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2018.

Dictators and Democrats: Masses, Elites and Regime Change.
By Stephan Haggard and Robert Kaufman. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2016.

How Democracies Die. By Steven Levitsky and Daniel Zib-
latt. New York: Crown, 2018.

of its workability” (30). Yet almost 40 years later, many people
seem unsure of this proposition, not only in places where
democracy’s hold was doubtful from the beginning but also in
countries where people, in some sense, take democracy for
granted. In their recent annual report, the Varieties of De-
mocracy project finds that for the first time since the third
wave transitions, the number of countries experiencing ad-
vances in democratization is matched by an equal number of
states undergoing democratic backsliding, and most of the
declines in the quality are occurring in the oldest democracies
(Lithrmann, Mechkova, and Lindberg 2018).

Perhaps it is consistent with these times, then, that all
three of these books implant the idea that all is not well with

Berlin, Cluster of Excellence “Contestations of the Liberal Script (SCRIPTS)”, Berlin,

ACT
‘ratic regression has become a worrying phenomenon in the last years. Social
» has provided a variety of explanations why democratic regimes have lost
ratic regime quality. Against this backdrop, | take stock of the recent
ire by putting forward two important analytical distinctions that we should
more explicit. First, | propose to classify our current explanations along the
where the cause for the malaise originated. By doing so, | introduce a
tion between erosion and decay type of arguments. While the former is a
| process that is caused exogenously — like wind or water hitting a stone -
ter is caused endogenously - like the half-life in nuclear decay processes.
1, | draw a distinction between the endogenous or exogenous roots of the
and the subsequent causal mechanism that connects the cause with the
ne. | outline the need for dissecting a causal mechanism into its constitutive
nents and highlight its underlying dimensions of temporality. Throughout
icle, | use empirical case material as well as relevant secondary literature to
te these points.




Executive Aggrandizement
What it is:

- “Elected executives weaken checks on executive power one by power, undertaking a series of
institutional changes that hamper the power of opposition forces to challenge executive
preferences.”
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Why Indonesia’s Democracy Is in Danger

In Troubled Waters: South Korea’s Democracy in Crisis

Just as the United States experienced a crisis of democracy under the Trump administration, South Korea underwent a democratic SHARE

recession during President Moon Jae-in’s time in office. The consequences of this decline have been evident throughout the election and
the subsequent presidential transition.
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President-elect Yoon Suk-yeol speaks during a press conference on March 20, 2022 in Seoul, South Korea. Yoon announced Indonesian voters have made Prabowo Subianto, a special-forces commander with a dark past, their next
his decision to move the presidential office to the defense ministry compound in Seoul’s central district of Yongsan

Gl GREF IS TR aTation o igy 10 kg VaonsJa] Gatty Iniaes president. Even as voters flocked to the polls, his election is a harbinger of democracy’s decline.

This essay originally appeared in Korean in the May 2022 issue of Sindonga (New
East Asia), Korea’s oldest monthly magazine (established 1931), as the firstin a
monthly column, "Shin’s Reflections on Korea." Translated by Raymond Ha. A PDF

By Thomas B. Pepinsky

February 2024

version of this essay s also available to download.



Voting Against Disorder

What it is:

- “Candidates and elected officials promoting not law and order, but rather order over law, and
seeking legitimation for this program at the ballot box.”

SOUTHEAST ASIA:
VOTING AGAINST DISORDER

Thomas Pepinsky

Thomas Pepinsky is associate professor of government at Cornell Uni-
versity and associate director of the Cornell Modern Indonesia Project.
He is coauthor (with R. William Liddle and Saiful Mujani) of Piety and
Public Opinion: Understanding Indonesian Islam (forthcoming), and
author of Economic Crises and the Breakdown of Authoritarian Re-
gimes: Indonesia and Malaysia in Comparative Perspective (2009).

Sincc his election to the presidency of the Philippines in May 2016,
Rodrigo Duterte has brought his country’s politics into the international
spotlight. He had risen to national prominence on his record as a crime-
fighter while serving as mayor of Davao City on the large southern is-
land of Mindanao between 2013 and 2016. As mayor, he had worked
with alleged death squads, and he has been famously unapologetic about
his aggressive and misogynistic rhetoric. Nicknamed “the Punisher,” he
stood out among presidential candidates by vocally insisting that he was
ready—even eager—to use violence and strong-arm tactics in the quest
to solve social and political problems. He has governed just as he had
promised: In less than a year, thousands of real and suspected drug deal-
ers and users have been killed.




Voting Against Disorder

What it is:

- “Candidates and elected officials promoting not law and order, but rather order over law, and
seeking legitimation for this program at the ballot box.”

SOUTHEAST ASIA:
VOTING AGAINST DISORDER

Even within democratic polities, preoccupations with disorder so
strong that they threaten the rule of law have proven capable of reshap-
ing electoral platforms. The success of order-first political strategies
reflects elite and middle-class frustrations with unstable and inetfec-
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disparate political environments in Southeast Asia, and in all cases co-
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spotlight. He had risen to national prominence on his record as a crime-
fighter while serving as mayor of Davao City on the large southern is- tﬂken hﬂld.

land of Mindanao between 2013 and 2016. As mayor, he had worked
with alleged death squads, and he has been famously unapologetic about
his aggressive and misogynistic rhetoric. Nicknamed “the Punisher,” he
stood out among presidential candidates by vocally insisting that he was
ready—even eager—to use violence and strong-arm tactics in the quest
to solve social and political problems. He has governed just as he had
promised: In less than a year, thousands of real and suspected drug deal-
ers and users have been killed.




Voting Against Disorder

What it is:

- “Candidates and elected officials promoting not law and order, but rather order over law, and
seeking legitimation for this program at the ballot box.”

Those of you who are just embarking on the study of the law will learn the
phrase “law and order”. In a settled and established society, law appears to be a
precurser of order. Good laws lead to good order, that is the form that you will

learn. But the hard realities of keeping the peace between man and man and

LKY/1962/LKY0118.DOC

between authority and the individual can be more accurately described if the
phrase were inverted to “order and law”, for without order the operation of law is

impossible. Order having been established and the rules having become

Han Fook Kwang

Warren Fernandez enforceable in a settled society, only then, is it possible to work out human
Sumiko Tan

relationships between subject and subject, and subject and the State in

accordance with predetermined rules of law.




Tradeoffs

What it is:

- When people are forced to make a choice between two things, both of which have their
benefits and costs, upsides and downsides.
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benefits and costs, upsides and downsides.

- How would people choose if forced to make a choice between order and authoritarianism,
versus disorder and democracy?
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- When people are forced to make a choice between two things, both of which have their

benefits and costs, upsides and downsides.

- How would people choose if forced to make a choice between order and authoritarianism,

versus disorder and democracy?

The appeal of electoral autocracy:
Assessing citizens’ revealed societal preferences”
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Democracy in America? Partisanship, Polarization, and the
Robustness of Support for Democracy in the United States

MATTHEW H. GRAHAM VYale University
MILAN W. SVOLIK vYale University

Abstract

Are citizens willing to trade democratic institutions and practices for more author-
itarian alternatives? If so, what do they prioritize and why? We investigate this
experimentally by exposing over 35,000 respondents from 32 different countries
— both democracies and autocracies — to a series of hypothetical countries, asking
them to choose the country they would prefer to live in. We vary the following
attributes of the countries: the presence of (various) democratic practices, cultural-
social characteristics, and economic and physical security. Based on this, we in-
vestigate expectations on how citizens may trade democracy against economic and
physical security. We find that citizens are highly committed to free and fair elec-
tions. However, many citizens are willing to trade executive constraints to gain
economic prosperity. These results are mostly uniform across various country- and
individual-specific characteristics. Hence, citizens appear to value what the typical

politicians? We develop a model of the public as a democratic check and evaluate it using two empirical

strategies: an original, nationally representative candidate-choice experiment in which some politicians
take positions that violate key democratic principles, and a natural experiment that occurred during
Montana’s 2017 special election for the U.S. House. Our research design allows us to infer Americans’
willingness to trade-off democratic principles for other valid but potentially conflicting considerations such
as political ideology, partisan loyalty, and policy preferences. We find the U.S. public’s viability as
a democratic check to be strikingly limited: only a small fraction of Americans prioritize democratic
principles in their electoral choices, and their tendency to do so is decreasing in several measures of po-
larization, including the strength of partisanship, policy extremism, and candidate platform divergence.
Our findings echo classic arguments about the importance of political moderation and cross-cutting
cleavages for democratic stability and highlight the dangers that polarization represents for democracy.

Is support for democracy in the United States robust enough to deter undemocratic behavior by elected

electoral autocrat claims to provide: elected leaders and (economic) safety.

Keywords: Democracy; authoritarian contract; electoral autocracies; survey experiment.




What to do?

The challenge for liberal, progressive politicians:

- Articulate a clear comprehensive causal chain arguing and showing that liberal democracy
is compatible with order, security, and good governance.
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- A causal chain 1s a sequence of logic connecting ideas and concepts.

Public Order +
Public Safety +
" Economic Security +
| | | ~ Good Governance

 Liberal Democracy | ?




What to do?

The challenge for liberal, progressive politicians:

- Articulate a clear comprehensive causal chain arguing and showing that liberal democracy
is compatible with order, security, and good governance.

- A causal chain 1s a sequence of logic connecting ideas and concepts.

Public Order +
Public Safety +

Economic Security + |
| | | | ~ Good Governance

- Liberal Democracy | | ?

- This is difficult to do today, because of the USA and UK.



Takeaways

1. Democratic backsliding 1s on the rise in Asia and elsewhere...
2. Characterized by episodes of executive aggrandizement. ..

3. Justified by rhetorical claims of disorder, which is fueled by perceived political

instability and ineffective governance, which hence demands the need to vote for
authoritarian characters to restore order and prosperity.

4. When confronted with tradeoffs between public order and authoritarianism versus
disorder and democracy, recent research shows that voters choose the former...

5. 'The challenge then is to articulate and communicate a clear causal chain showing
that democracy 1s compatible with order, security, and good governance.



END



First Book

Opposing

Building Opposition Alliances
in Electoral Autocracies

ELVIN ONG

* Why, how, and when do opposition alliances
form against dominant autocratic incumbents?

- Objective is clear: Defeat the dominant
incumbent.

- Strategies and tactics are clear and limited:
* Bargaining over candidate selection/allocation,
* policy compromises in joint manifestoes,
* general campaign messaging, and

* executive power—sharing arrangements.



Not so clear

What happens after opposition victory?

Objective of the government as a group
* Transitional justice? Revenger Power holding? Societal change? Or?

Objectives of political parties in alliances may vary

* Some want small changes, some want big changes.

Tactics / Strategies of political parties in alliances may vary
* Mahathir in 2018-2020
* DAP in 2018-2020



Two Cases ot Victorious Opposition Alliances

Private Pre-Electoral Bargains

Philippines in 1980 ..

Philippine Opposition Works Out
Agreement for a Unified Ticket

v

Private Bargain

- President and VP candidates contest under same

party label
- VP to be made PM, 2 year ceremonial P, 30% of

cabinet by VP, 70% via close consultation




Two Cases ot Victorious Opposition Alliances

Public Pre-Electoral Bargains

Malaysia in 2018

Public Bargains

- Clearly coordinated candidate placement in
electoral district

- Joint manifesto, 10 policies in 100 days

- PM and DPM candidates, and Anwar

Private Pre-Electoral Bargains

Philippines in 1980 e

Philippine Opposition Works Out
Agreement for a Unified Ticket

v

Private Bargain

- President and VP candidates contest under same

party label
- VP to be made PM, 2 year ceremonial P, 30% of

cabinet by VP, 70% via close consultation




Public variation and disagreement

1. Just like elites and political parties, mass supporters may disagree about what
the objectives and strategies/tactics of new coalition government.

- And the more public and clear what pre-electoral promises are, the more
ideologically committed supporters handcuff their victorious elites to account.

2. Opposition endogenous weakness

- The ideologically committed supporters of the opposition are the Archilles heel
of the opposition because they lack patience and compromise (Hirschman).

3. Patience and compromise are commodities in short supply

- Research on European coalition governments tell us that voters punish
compromise. What more new democracies like Malaysia?



Pretext for Authoritarian Comeback

Result in:

- “The decline in public sentiment played a big part in contributing to the ultimate fall of the
government. They played a key role in pushing segments of the Malay population and leaders to
be chauvinist and nationalist. They lent a lot of legs towards the Sheraton Move.”

- “We painted ourselves into a corner. The UMNO+PAS opposition then use the narrative to
countermobilize.”

AAAAAAAA

The duo who stole Malaysia’s democracy

Muhyiddin Yassin and Azmin Ali's ‘Sheraton Move' coup has one year on resulted in nation's worst political crisis in decades
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Patience and Compromise

1. Once bitten, twice shy

- 2022 Unity government is trying to ask for more patience from ideologically
committed supporters for political reforms. But unclear if the message is getting

through.

2. Are PH/Unity government supporters ready for ideological compromise?
- Are liberal progressive voters willing to meet conservative voters half-way?

- What might they be willing to give up in order to get what they want?

3. New democracies like Malaysia

- Is it possible for new democracies like Malaysia to grow a culture of political
compromise rather than partisan revenger



Variation in Political Stability and Authoritarian Comebacks

[0l ALJAZEERA Newsv Israel Waron Gaza Features Opinion Video  Mor

News | Human Rights

Malaysia: Malays rally amid worries over
government ‘weakness’

Thousands ‘celebrate’ move not to sign anti-discrimination treaty as
others fear new government losing reform appetite.

- | > 9 /
S g .4 . 0 S )

People take part in an Anti-ICERD (International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms o f Racial Discrimination) mass
rally in Kuala Lumpur. [Sadiq Asyraf/Reuters]

By Kate Mayberry N 6 X &
8 Dec 2018
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* In Malaysia, PH opposition alliance won
against BN dominant incumbent in 2018.

- Collapsed after 22 months via intra-alliance
defection. BN returned to executive power.

- Unable to implement most of its proposed
policies in 1ts election manifesto.

- Unable to implement any pro-democratizing
reforms to entrench democracy.



Variation in Political Stability and Authoritarian Comebacks

* In Philippines, Corazon Aquino and Salvador

Laurel opposition alliance won against
Ferdinand Marcos in 1986.

- Aquino lasted for whole term until 1992.
Government mostly stable despite resignations
and coup attempts.

- Stalled economic bleeding, limited land reform
and peace talks with insurgent groups.

- Philippine passed new constitution in 1987 that
has never been changed since.

Salvader H. Laurel and Corazen C. Aquino after agreement in Manila.

Philippine Opposition Works Out

Agreement for a Unified Ticket




Two Cases ot Victorious Opposition Alliances

Malaysia in 2018

Philippines in 1986

Salvador H. Laurel and Corazen C. Aquino after agreement in Manila.

Philippine Opposition Works Out
Agreement for a Unified Ticket

Particularly puzzling:

* PH had 10 years of subnational governance experience, Aquino was housewife.

* Malaysian state 1s strong, military weak. Philippines state is weak, military strong.




Argument

After victory, political stability and authoritarian comeback 1s dependent on
the nature of pre-electoral alliance bargains and promises

When pre-electoral alliance barcains and promises are “open’’
g

When alliance bargains are “closed” or when opposition party campaigns on vague
promises of democratic change
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When pre-electoral alliance bargains and promises are “open”
* The expectant public are conditioned on particular set of power-sharing and policy outcomes.
* Deviation from or reneging from pre-electoral compromises leads to public disillusionment.

* Collapse in public support creates legitimacy for multiple pathways for authoritarian comeback.

When alliance bargains are “closed” or when opposition party campaigns on vague
promises of democratic change



Argument

After victory, political stability and authoritarian comeback 1s dependent on
the nature of pre-electoral alliance bargains and promises

When pre-electoral alliance bargains and promises are “open”
* The expectant public are conditioned on particular set of power-sharing and policy outcomes.
* Deviation from or reneging from pre-electoral compromises leads to public disillusionment.

* Collapse in public support creates legitimacy for multiple pathways for authoritarian comeback.

When alliance bargains are “closed” or when opposition party campaigns on vague
promises of democratic change

* The expectant public is not conditioned on specific outcomes.

* Deviation or reneging brings no consequences. Public may be disappointed but not disillusioned.

* Ex-authoritarian incumbent is marginalized. Democracy 1s preserved or dismantled via desperate coup.



Two Cases ot Victorious Opposition Alliances

Open Pre-Electoral Bargains

Malaysia in 2018

Open Bargains

- Clearly coordinated candidate placement in
electoral district

- Joint manifesto, 10 policies in 100 days
- PM and DPM candidates, and Anwar




In Malaysia, Deviation and Reneging

Malaysian PM Mahathir says he will
hand power over to Anwar within 3

years
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The Tragedy of Governance Inettectiveness (1)
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Overwhelmed and lack of prioritization
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Rush to purge

- “A senior ministry bureaucrat gave us a list of BN friendly heads of government
agencies. We fired all of them 1n one fell swoop.”

- “We had checks that had to be signed by the head of government agency, but
there was no one to sign them.”

Overwhelmed and lack of prioritization



The Tragedy of Governance Inettectiveness (1)

Rush to purge

- “A senior ministry bureaucrat gave us a list of BN friendly heads of government
agencies. We fired all of them 1n one fell swoop.”

- “We had checks that had to be signed by the head of government agency, but

there was no one to sign them.”

Overwhelmed and lack of prioritization
- “My 1nitial days at my ministry was like drinking from a fire hose.”
- “My minister was running around like a headline chicken”

- ““The government trying to do reforms on everything everywhere all at once
trying to be the jack of all trades and master of none.”



The Tragedy of Governance Inetfectiveness (2)

Lack of communication within ministry, across ministries, and with
backbenchers

Ideological conflict between DA and Bersatu
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The Tragedy of Governance Inetfectiveness (2)

Lack of communication within ministry, across ministries, and with
backbenchers

- “Ministers were working in silos... there was a complete breakdown in
government communications...”

Ideological conflict between DAP and Bersatu

- Bersatu was trying to increase their support from the Malays but the
“effectiveness” of DAP lead to perceptions of Chinese leadership.

- Mahathir distracted by need to shore up his own party’s position. Bersatu won
9.9% of seats, controlled 22.2% of ministries.



Pretext for Authoritarian Comeback

Resulted in:

- “The decline in public sentiment played a big part in contributing to the ultimate fall of the
government. They played a key role in pushing segments of the Malay population and leaders to
be chauvinist and nationalist. They lent a lot of legs towards the Sheraton Move.”

- “We painted ourselves into a corner. The UMNO+PAS opposition then use the narrative to
countermobilize.”

AAAAAAAA

The duo who stole Malaysia’s democracy

Muhyiddin Yassin and Azmin Ali's ‘Sheraton Move' coup has one year on resulted in nation's worst political crisis in decades
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Two Cases ot Victorious Opposition Alliances

Closed Pre-Electoral Bargains

Philippines in 1980 ..

Philippine Opposition Works Out

Agreement for a Unified Ticket

v

Closed Bargain

- President and VP candidates contest under same

party label
- VP to be made PM, 2 year ceremonial P, 30% of

cabinet by VP, 70% via close consultation




In Philippines, Reneging

Salvador H. Laurel

(November 18, 1928 -
January 27, 2004).
Lawyer, legislator, Vice-
President, 1986-1992.
Tasked by his father to
write a diary of their
escape to Japan, 1945,
kept a diary of the Snap
Election campaign of
1985-6.

Diary of Salvador H. Laurel

February 27, 1986

I met with Cory to decide the choice of Cabinet members per our agreement. At
this time Cory and | were in close consultation. We were meeting everyday,
sometimes twice a day —mainly on the choice of Cabinet members and urgent
priority items to act on. | submitted names on the basis of our agreement that
there would be close consultation of the composition of the Cabinet. At this
point | noticed that she was not following our agreement. She rejected my

recommendations except for one (H. Perez). (She cannot decide).

All Dacte

sunvived. To ensure full legislative sup-
nott, 2 “package proclamation” was to be
rressigned by the new Batasan majority.
This would include the proclamation of
the President and the Vice President, the
clection of the Prime Minister, the adop-
ton of the emergency powers proclama-
ton, the approved timetable for the tran-
sition, the inauguration of the new gov-
ernment, the writing of a new constitu-
tion, and the holding of elections. This
was, in effect, a fast-track plan to achieve
immediate constitutional normalcy and
political stability.

Accordingly, a report embodying the
consensus was drafted by Atty. Avelino V.
Cruz, representing the Vice President and
Prime Minister, Atty. Fulgencio Factoran,
representing Executive Secretary Joker
Arroyo, and Atty. Minerva Reyes and
Reynato Puno, representing Minister
Neptali Gonzales.

But this agreement was never imple-
mented. Nor was I ever told that the agreed
plan had been junked and that another
plan had been hatched and would sud-
denly be executed. It was political treach-
ery at its worst. Obviously, a new power
group had taken over in Malacafiang.'
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Aquino, Under Pressure, Removes Her Closest Adviser

w
e S d

By SETH MYDANS
Special to The New York Times
MANILA, Sept. 17 — President Cora-
2on C. Aquino bowed to intense political
pressure today and announced the re-
moval of her closest adviser, Executive
Secretary Joker Arroyo.

gested that Mrs. Aquino would be likely
to maintain close ties with her most
trusted adviser.

. Laurel Plans Campalgn

Mr. Laurel, who broke with the
President complaining of exclusion

fram har innoar rcircla caid tndav that

The mass resignation of the 25-mem-
ber Cabinet, which led to Mr. Arroyo’s
ouster, came the day after his Congres-
sional appearance.

The military maintains that Mr. Ar-
royo is sympathetic to Communist

rebels, though his record in office does
not support this charge. )
Mr. Macaraig, 60 years old, a college
classmate of Mr. Arroyo’s, was a
deputy justice minister under the for-
mer President, Ferdinand E. Marcos. b

)

GUN AND

| ne blistering January af- |
ternoon in the midst of
the turbulent Philippine |
presidential campaign, a

I

| propaganda van parked
| at an alley’s mouth in downtown
| Manila and unleashed a shrieking
female voice from the loudspeak-
ers on its roof. “In these times of
crisis,” went the harangue, “what

Cory Aquino

the country needs is a man! A bull! and the the anger provoked by the anti- end of her term.

A STUD! Vote Marcos, Marcos, woman policies of the Marcos re- That is, if she doesn’t
MARCOS!" Female pedestrians Women of the gime. blow it.

walked around the vehicle with e o None of her male predeces- The decline in the Presi-
elaborate nonchalance. A hundred Phlllpplnw sors enjoyed the profound affec-

vards away, however, some looked
back, faces rippling, and, com- BY

pelled by sudden anger, spat on
the sidewalk. Farther away, a NINOTCHKA
block or two down the road, the ROSCA

reaction was stronger: muttered

“And can he still get it up?”

 BETWEENTHE
THE CRUCIFIX

in the 7,100-island archipelago by
Spanish colonial rule and the
Roman Catholic Church. But in
this instance, no one even blinked
at the prospect of a woman presi-
dent, a testimony to the tenacity
with which Filipinas* had fought,
in the 14 years since the imposi-
tion of martial law, for their place
under the sun. It is also proof of

tion that is Cory Aquino's, despite
her self-characterization as “a
plain housewife” with no political
experience. Ordinary citizens
stamumer over the official-sound-
ing “President Aquino™—she's

curses, or the derisive question: IPETIITII TR T T T TIITIYYl Cory, President Cory, Mrs. Cory,

Tita (Auntie) Cory. Even Antonio

]

4Sa(urday, January 23, 1988 pvig

THE  ELECTORATE, it
seems, has given President
Aquino another vote of con-
fidence. Many ol her personal
candidates for local govern-
ment positions have won,
proving the prophets ol doom
who had predicted the demise
of the Cory magic wrong.

To be sure, the confidence
given Mrs. Aquino is no
longer in the mammoth pro-
portions an adoring populace
displayed during the snap
elections, the plchiscite and
the congressional polls. The
lasy crisis-filled 23 months
have taken their toll on her
popularity and credibility.
Nevertheless, the magic is
there and it should be enough
to keep her going until the

dent’s ratings can only be
traced to her and how she
has acted or reacted to hasic
issues like graft and corrup-
tion, military madness,
dynasty huilding, social jus

~ Thae
(ways for the President to

tice and human rights. For
no matter how many experts
she holds responsible for
these things, the people know
that the buck stops where
she sits.

are  several easy

crode the remaining support
re has.

[Citst, she can continue
acting like a traditional poli-
tician playing ball with the
discredited remnants of the
Marcos regime. We didn't
risk our lives fighting the
dictator for 14 years for this,
a lot of her supporters said
in disgust over the unholy
alliances made for and in her

behall during the last cam-

paign.

Second, she can continue
to share power — formally
and informally — with mem-
bers of her family by allowing
her assorted relatives to assert
their influence in
Government and assume con-
trol of the political parties in
the muling coalition,

The voters have spoken.

Political dyna’sues are out:
An Aquino-Coj

Sumu-

taking the cudgels for the
landed and big business with
conservative  positions on
social justice issues like agra-
rian reform  and  labor
policies.

While her watered-down
idea of agrarian reform has
won her some praise from her
peers in the landed class, it
has lost her valuable sup-
port from the grassroots.
And while she has made in-
vestors happy with her no-

long dynasty is even less
tolerable than others. I sus-
pect this is because our
people insist that Cory Aqui-
no be totally above board.
The fact that she has Kokoy-
like shadowy political rela-
tives hovering about turns
off even the most rabid
Cory-ites.

and corruption to go uncheck-
ed. Despite her fighting rhe-
toric, people are dismayed at
the lack of political will to
contain these evils,

Fourth, she can continue

. . ¢ communist
Third, she can allow graft .

Pr h to labor
strife, her support among the
large  labor  sector s
dwindling.

Einally, she can continue
to allow the Armed Forces
and other interested parties
to dictate on her militarist
counterinsurgency policies.
Such policles merely kill
rebels, govern-
ment soldiers and non-com-
batants, constrict the de-
mocratic space she has creat-
ed, and lead to the viola-
tion of human rights. But
they do not bring us any
closer to solving the injustices

a a
ditorial =
wle Auond EDITOR/Berry Pelasz-Marfori v

Factors that erode Cory’s magic

that have brought about the
insurgency.

The local election, Mrs.
Aquino said, was the last
step in the restoration of
democracy in the country.
There are those, of course,
who would dispute that. The
mechanics of democracy are
in place, they,say, but not
the essence. Rather than
establish a government of the
people, for the people, and
by the people, the congres-

sional and local elections have

merely consolidated a new
oligarchy, say the cynics.

But, granted that demo-
cracy is in place as the Gov-
ernment insists, there is only
one way Mrs. Aquino and her
Government should go. And
that is, with the people, the
teeming masses who elected
her and her choices for public
office in the hope that her
campaign promise of genuine
democracy, social justice,
human rights and good gov-
ernment will finally be ful.
filled.
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By Clayto ‘stian Science Monitor
stalf writer of The Chris Manila’

- Having restored democigzt':‘{
to the Philippines, i
Corazon Aquino now }a\‘r(i)ctim )
easy it i8 to be 2
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In Philippines, Potential Authoritarian Comeback?

By SETH MYDANS
Special to The New York Times

MANILA, Oct. 9 — Philippine opposi-
tion politicians say they have reached a
tentative alliance that would be ready
to assume power if President Corazon
C. Aquino is removed by violence or
political pressure.

'n interviews this week, the politi-
¥'| ciens said they had agreed that Vice

‘| President Salvador H. Laurel, who
broke polmcalli\;ewnh Mrs. Aquino last
month, would their titular leader
and the man they would back as presi-
dent if Mrs. Aquino was removed.

One opposition politician who asked
nol to be identified said that Mr. Laurel
met late last month with Senator Juan
Pance Enrile to discuss an alliance and
that an agreement would be announced
soon. Senator Enrile is considered Mrs.
Acuino's chief political challenger.

The politician said advice from
American right-wing groups opposed
toMrs. Aquino had played a part in the
decision to forge an alliance, with Mr.
Lzurel at its head, that \_Noul't_i ot!gr a

ficulty, and planned to set up 27 policy
councils to match the main jurisdic-
tions of Government, a format some
politicians are calling a *‘shacow gov-
ernment."”’

Mr. Ople said such an opposition
rouping would offer *‘a second leg"
or the Aquino democracy to stand on

and could help stabilize the Govern-
ment against extra-constitutional chal-
lenges.

But it appears that most members of
the new coalition are looking toward an
assumption of power well before Mrs.
Aquino’s term expires in 1992, in what
is being called a **constitutional coup."

Continuing Coup Rumors

It is not clear just how this might
happen, but the stability and the sur-
vival of the Aquino Government have
come into guestion since a coup at-
tempt on Aug. 28 and a continuing
series of coup rumors.

At the time of the coup attempt, no
organized opposition grouping was in
place to offer a workable alternative
nanlitical framawn

tion where in all the military regions
the flag is just reversed one morning,
and you have the left on a rampage in
urban areas, and thus it becomes to-
tally clear that the President has lost
control of events,” he said. *‘She may
have no army to command.” The
reversed flag was the signal used by
mutineers in the August coup attempt.

“In such a situation, it will then be
the duty of the Vice President to as-
sume office under the Constitution,”
Mr. Ople said.

Several opposition figures voiced
their reservations about Mr. Laurel,
whom they described as a political op-
portunist in his break with the Presi-
dent and flirtation with the opposition.

“We have to work with what we've
got,” Mr. Tatad said. Doy may not
represent a better quality of leader-
ship, but he's a practical politician, and
a team could in fact work from out of
the cabinel."” Doy is Mr. Laurel's nick-
name.

Mr. Ople said stme Enrile support-
ers continued to opposc giving the top
position to Mr. Laurel. But he said,
“Enrile could wield influence in a Lau-
rel administration as co-architect of a
new government and would receive a
becoming share of posts in the new
government."'

New Foreign Minister Named

MANILA, Oct. 9 (AP) — President
Aquino today nominated Senator Raul
Manglapus, a longlime lawmaker and
critic of the United States military role
here, as Foreign Minister.

Mrs. Aquino announced that she was
nominating Mr. Manglapus, 68 years
old, because the nation ‘‘needs a man of
exceptional ability dedication, intelli-
gence and experierce to guide our for-
eign relations.” Vice President Laurel
resigned as Forc¢ign Minister last
month because of d fferences with Mrs.
Aquino.

Filipino Opposition Leaders
Form Anti-Aquino Coalition

MANILA, Saturday, Aug. 27 (AP) —
Vice President Salvador
opposition leaderstoday announced the
formation of a new coalition to chal-
len%e President Corazon C. Aquino.

*“1 accept the honor and the challenge
to lead a coalesced opposition against a
blundering and immoral administra-.
tion that has betrayed the

Aquino Foes Form an Alliance Ready for Power

. Laurel and
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In Philippines, Nope!

AQUINO CANDIDATES
FARE WELL IN VOTE
FOR NEW CONGRESS

A NEAR SWEEP IN SENATE

Early Tally Suggests President
Retains Filipinos’ Trust—
Enrile Issues a Protest

By SETH MYDANS
Special to The New York Times
MANILA, May 12 — Senatorial can-
didates supported by President Cora-
zon C. Aquino nppe-red today to be
ded for an overwh victery.
The vote seemed t¢ =flart the wide
popularity of Mrs. 2
nearly 15 mo
popular revolt forced

zriets  As Pro-Aquino Vote Rises, Foes Are ‘Stunned’

seemed to be d\e cal
accounts the most

years. Most comment
they saw as the count

By SETH MYDANS
Special to Tve New York Times

MANILA, May 16 — Legislative can-

democratic governm

A Near Sweeg
Final, official res
pected for up to twc

:| scattered, unofficial |

tricted seats in the 2
of Representatives rt

| ficult to project, alth

turns gave an edge
candidates. Under t
tion, the 50 remainir
by presidential appoi

Mrs. Aquino’s slat

didates backed >y President Corazon
C. Aquino consclidated their Jead to-
day, and their opponents appeared un-
certain on how 0 press a threatened
protest.

As an unofficiz] “‘quick count” of the
results of the clection last Monday
passed 60 percert, the President's can-
didates in 230of the 24 Senate seats
and were ahead in most of the 200 races
for the House of Representatives.

The counting of the long and compli-
cated ballots was proceeding slowly,
and the official lally was expected to

diverse group united um; Wi ricor
-dent’s endorsement, is épné:ted to be-
igin to fragment once the legislature
convenes in July.
Already, behind-the-

vering appeared to have begun among
undklltes who covet Ihepoweﬂ\ll Sen-
ate pi the
presidency of the Phlllppmes in the

-

next election in 1992.

take up to two weeks.

Both right-wing and left-wing g)
tion groups charged a variety elec-
tion irregalarities. But no one had
produced evidence of the kind of broad
or coordinated fraud and intimidation
that was common under the former
President, Ferdinand E. Marcos.

Members of the right-wing Grand Al-
liance for Democracy pledged a series
of rallies to promote their call for a nui-
lification ¢f the vote, which they suid
was marred by fraud.

On Thursday, former Defense Minis-
ter Juan FPonce Enrile led a protest of
more than 10,000 people who chanted,
“Cory is a cheater!” The demonstra-

tors, many of them from among a
small hard-core of Marcos loyalists,
did not appear to reflect the sentiments
of most of the nation.

Enrile Misses a Date
A columnist for The Philippine Daily

Star, Louis Beltran, wrote: ““There is|they

little doubt that the general mass of
Filipinos is not with them. The reason
is obvious. Too many of those protest-
ing row were themselves the ters
duriag the Marcos regime, when their
victins — unlike themselves — were
not even allowed to demonstrate the
way they are now doing.”"

M1 Enrile scheduled a new confer-

ence for today and then did not attand.

Echoing the general sentiment |
among newspaper commentatorshere, |

Mrs. Aquino told reporters: “Wehave

worked hard and sacrificed so much to | :

bring back democracy. 1 would te the
last person to resort to foul means"’

Mrs. Aquino’s opponents seemed
shocked by the thorough defeat that ap-
peared to be in the making.

“People are stunned in distelief;
could not believe that it is 23to 1,”
said Wilson Gamboa, a losing sena-
torial candidate who joined the ojposi-
tion after he failed to gain an endorse-
ment from the President.

"This administration always dwells
righteousness, religiosity and
morality." he said. ““This is too much
self-righteousness, bordering on arro-
gance.”
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Takeaways

1. Pre-electoral agreements have consequences for post—election governance

- The more open and clear what the bargains and promises are, the more partisan
supporters handcuff their victorious elites to account.

2. Opposition endogenous weakness

- The partisan supporters of the opposition are the Archilles heel of the
opposition because they lack patience and compromise (Hirschman).



Any suggestions?

How should we think about other opposition victory cases in Asia?
* South Korea Kim Dae Jung 1997/1998
* Democratic Party of Japan 2009

* Tatwan Chen Shui Bian 2000
* Myanmar Aung San Suu Kyi in 2015

Who to Interview?
1. In Philippines?
2. Elsewhere?



Refuse to Answer/Unsure

—e— Satisfied
—&— Dissatisfied

W m = moa momomoEomomomoEomoEoEoEoEoEoEoEoEoE oW o EAE "oEoAoEoEoEoE RN oEoW NG s EA WO oEoEEEoEoE WA EoEoEoEoEEmosowowosowowmomow =000
- 0202-uer
=6102-220
-6102-A0N

- 610200

-6L0g-bny
- 610210
- gl0g-unp
-g10z-ep
- 610210y

- BLOZ-EN

- 6102-uer

-8102-22a

Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad

- 8H02190
-8102-0es
-g10z-6ny
-g10g-nr

// -810z-unp

-gLoz-fem

R R R e I T I R R R s s s omomomoEomomomomowowomowoEowomomowosowowowomow o =GO

- 810z-u8d
= BH0g-uer
- 4108230
- L102-A0N
- L1020
- £10g-dag
- £102-Bmy
- Z102-nf

= £1gg-unr

- L10Z-EN

- L102-uep
-9102-28a

-9L0Z-M0N

-910z-deg
-910e-Bny
-g1ggnr
- gLoz-unp

-gLoz-fep

-8102-el

-gLoz-uer

-5102-280

=510

-510g-0eg
-510z-6ny
-51o2-bny

Dato' Sri Najib Razak

=Sz ne
- s1gz-unp

-s10e-fep

-GL0z-en

- Ghoz-uer
- 7102990
- ¥ H0Z-AON

= ¥H0Z-R0

- ¥loz-Bny
- vlgginr

- vLgz-unp

- P10g-Idy

- vHOZIRN

- vlozZ-uer

-€102-08Q

-£10z-bny

-£102-fepy
-£hoe-fep

Heightened Expectations and Collapse

Approval Rating of Malaysia's Prime Minister

+

o8-
06-
0.2-
0.0-

=i
siuapuodsay 10 uoodoid

Month-Year



Curious Similarities to Another Case in East Asia



“T'he Public”

Supporters of the opposition play two roles:
1. They are the audience of “open” bargains and promises
2. They are the enforcers of “open” bargains and promises

Supporters of the opposition are:
1. Partisan core supporters.
2. Swing voters taking a calculated risk.

After victory: P e b |

* Neither partisan core supporters nor swing voters will be fully satisfied because
of impatience and inability to compromise



Curious Similarities to Another Case in Fast Asia
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Curious Similarities to Another Case in Fast Asia

Party system dynamics in post-war Japan: A quantitative content analysis
of electoral pledges

Sven-Oliver Proksch ?, Jonathan B. Slapin b Michael F. Thies ©*

2 MZES University of Mannheim, 68131 Mannheim, Germany
b Department of Political Science, University of Houston, Philip Guthrie Hoffman Hall Room 447, Houston, TX 77204-3011, United States
©Department of Political Science, UCLA, 405 Hilgard Ave, P.O. Box 915472, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1472, United States

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article history: Qualitative accounts of Japanese party politics allude to the standard left-right spectrum,
Received 15 April 2010 but they invariably devote much more space to discussions of foreign policy differences

Received in revised form 15 June 2010

than to socioeconomic conflict. Quantitative estimates of Japanese party positions treat
Accepted 23 September 2010

short party responses to newspaper interviews as if they were true manifestos, and fail
both to confirm the claims of the qualitative literature and to demonstrate any consistent
basis for party differentiation at all. We address both puzzles by applying a text scaling
algorithm to electoral pledges to estimate Japanese party positions on three major policy
dimensions. Our analysis largely confirms the findings of the qualitative literature, but also

Keywords:
Content analysis
Left-right classification

Elections
Manifesto offers new insights about party movement and polarization over time.
Japan © 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Measuring Voters’ Multidimensional Policy
Preferences with Conjoint Analysis: Application to
Japan’s 2014 Election
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Abstract

Representative democracy entails the aggregation of multiple policy issues by parties into competing
bundles of policies, or “manifestos,” which are then evaluated holistically by voters in elections. This
aggregation process obscures the multidimensional policy preferences underlying a voter’s single choice
of party or candidate. We address this problem through a conjoint experiment based on the actual party
manifestos in Japan’s 2014 House of Representatives election. By juxtaposing sets of issue positions as
hypothetical manifestos and asking respondents to choose one, our study identifies the effects of specific
positions on the overall assessment of manifestos, heterogeneity in preferences among subgroups of
respondents, and the popularity ranking of manifestos. Our analysis uncovers important discrepancies
between voter preferences and the portrayal of the election results by politicians and the media as providing
a policy mandate to the Liberal Democratic Party, underscoring the potential danger of inferring public
opinion from election outcomes alone.

Gender differences in campaigning under alternative voting From Pork to POliC.y' The Rise of Programmatic

systems: analysis of election manifestos

Yoshikuni Ono ©2 and Hirofumi Miwa ©° Campaigning in Japanese Elections

?Faculty of Political Science and Economics, Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan; bFacul'(y of Law, Gakushuin
University, Tokyo, Japan

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Growing evidence reveals that candidate issue engagement differs Received 16 January 2022
between men and women. However, recent research suggests that ~ Accepted 12 May 2022
individual-level differences among candidates should be small

under the strategic incentives inherent in single-member district KEYWORDS

Gender; candidate; election;

elections that encourage party ratner than personakvote seeking. | campaign manifesto; competition. We apply an innovative methodological approach that combines probabilistic topic modeling with in-depth
We examine whether men and women candidates emphasize  gjectoral system; text

different issues in their electoral campaigns and if the magnitude analysis qualitative interpretations of each topic to an original collection of 7,497 Japanese-language candidate election manifestos
of the gender gap varies under different electoral rules. Our used in elections on either side of Japan’s 1994 electoral reform. We find that the reform, which eliminated intraparty

analysis of 7497 Japanese election manifestos spanning more than
20 years, from 1986 to 2009, reveals significant gender differences

in the issues candidates emphasize in their electoral campaigns, national security among candidates affiliated with Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party. This is not explained by the entry of

regardless of party affiliation or other attributes. Moreover, these
differences remain salient after an extensive change from a multi-

member district to single-member district electoral system. we find that opposition candidates relied on programmatic goods under both electoral systems.

Amy Catalinac, New York University

We examine two related propositions central to the subfield of comparative politics: that candidates for office adopt

different electoral strategies under different electoral systems and rely more on particularism when faced with intraparty

competition, was associated with a decline in particularism and an increase in promises of programmatic goods such as

new candidates or other variables that could plausibly increase discussion of national security. Consistent with the theory,
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Approval Rating of Cabinets in Japan (As Reported in NHK)
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Collapse in Public Support
* Inability to implement its manifesto pledges o HEPOUTCS

GOVERNANCE
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Collapse in Public Support
* Inability to implement its manifesto pledges o HEPOUTCS

GOVERNANCE

Why?
1. Sidetracked by scandals and other matters

2. Governance inexperience

N

The Democratic Party
()f]&p;lﬂ in Power

Challenges and Filures

3. Inablhty to fCSOlVC intra_party COﬂﬂiCtS _ l.dn‘mi1,\.\.(”@ yufml,.um
4. Open to attacks by “new” opposition LDP




Future Book Project / Research

Another Theory Testing Case of “Closed” or “Vague” Opposition Victory?
* South Korea Kim Dae Jung 1997/1998?
* Taiwan Chen Shui Bian 20007

The Role of “The Public”
1. Which parts of “the public” impatient and cannot accept compromise? Why?

2. Isita problem for democracy if “the public” is impatient and cannot
compromiser

Election Manifestoes

1. Election manifestoes hold politicians to account, but what if they cause people
to lose interest or faith in politics and democracy and lower turnout over time?



Takeaways

1. Pre-electoral agreements have consequences for post—election governance

- The more open and clear what the bargains and promises are, the more partisan
supporters handcuff their victorious elites to account.

2. But the irony is that open and clear pre-electoral bargains and promises are
precisely what are needed to win in the first place

- For supporters to know what they are voting for, and for the public to act as
enforcers and resolve the credible commitment problem.

3. Opposition endogenous weakness

- The partisan supporters of the opposition are the Archilles heel of the
opposition because they lack patience and compromise (Hirschman).



Motivation

* Personal - In Singapore, the PAP has
been the dominant party since 1965 for
almost six decades.

- Although its continued popularity
seems assured, its vote share has been
declining over time.




Motivation + Personal - In Singapore, the PAP has

sy been the dominant party since 1965 for
@ e - | almost six decades.

@timurkuran

' ) "w Turkey’s opposition coalition was prepared for governing. If it won, it _ Although ltS COﬁtlﬂued pOpularlty

would restore rule of law, various freedoms, and parliamentary

democracy. But it was totally unprepared for losing. Twelve days after :

the presidential runoff, the Millet Coalition’s two main parties, CHP and S eem S assured) 1tS VOte Share ha S been

iYl, have not yet leveled with their terribly disappointed voters. The CHP- s :

e i g IY] partnership appears defunct. Their noble project of bridging the deChnlng over tlme-
* 4 divide between secular and religious Turks seems paused, if not

abandoned as unattainable. It’s unclear whether CHP and iYi have, or

are developing, a credible strategy for keeping President Erdogan’s

coalition from changing the constitution yet again, this time to drive the

final nails into the coffin of Atatiirk’s Reforms. Yet, more than ever, the ® Academic e SChOlarS have been

48% need leaders who will give them hope.

B obsessed with studying democratic
Qo 32 Q m s R baCkSIiding.

& Postyour eply - What might opposition parties do if
they win against populist autocrats seems

4 Bulent Gokay @bulentg1956 - Jun 9, 2023

& They were totally unprepared for winning either! They had various claims, tO be Open tO debat€.

but never, convincingly, managed to explain how they were going to achieve
these goals. That’s why they couldn't persuade voters!

(@F] n Qa4 ihl 759 [ &
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